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1. The immigrant
service path in Posio

The service path tells you what you need
to do when you move to Posio.

On the service path, you will learn things
that help you settle in the area.

The service path is a guide for
immigrants and those working with
them. If the word is underlined, it is a
link. You can click it with your mouse to
get more information.

2. Welcome to Posio

Posio has space to live and thrive. It is
safe here. We are proudly from Posio.

Posio is known for the world’s
northernmost ceramics factory, the
Korouoma gorge valley, the Riisitunturi
National Park, and its beautiful lakes.

Welcome to Posio - the website

provides information about the

municipality of Posio. Explore the You can reach

services offered by the municipality of the internationality and

Posio: posio.fi/en/welcome-to-posio integration coordinator of Posio,

Henna Vanninen, at

+358 40 801 2437 or by email

henna.vanninen@posio.fi



mailto:henna.vanninen%40posio.fi?subject=
https://www.posio.fi/en/welcome-to-posio/

Greetings from the Mayor

Dear new resident of Posio,
it is a pleasure to welcome you to Posio!

Here, unique nature and peace, culture, and warm community
spirit come together. The snow-covered snow-laden trees of
Riisitunturi and the fish-rich waters of Kitka are part of our
everyday life.

We value collaboration, entrepreneurship, and local traditions.
Together, we are proudly Posio residents!

I hope you feel at home and find your place as part of our caring
community. The municipality offers you diverse services as well
as opportunities for work and entrepreneurship. We want to
provide a peaceful environment for life.

Do not hesitate to get in touch. Warmly welcome to Posio!

Mayor of Posio,

Pekka Jadsko .‘ "

l \

3.How do | get started?

If you want to come to Finland, you need a passport. The passport must be valid.
You may also need a visa or residence permit. Sometimes it is enough to visit the
Immigration Office.

This depends on which country you come from and how long you plan to stay in
Finland. You can check here for your home country to see if you need a visa.

If you do not need a visa, you can visit Finland for 90 days. If you are from an EU
country, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, or Switzerland, you do not need to apply for
a residence permit to Finland.

If you plan to stay in Finland for more than three months, you must notify the
authorities of your stay.

You can explore the Migri’s application guide here.
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A residence permit means permission to live in Finland. To obtain a residence
permit, you must have a job, a place to study, or a family member in Finland.

Residence permit

You will receive a residence permit when you visit the Immigration Office, also known
as Migrin. You must prove your identity, that is, show the authorities who you are.

The nearest Migri office is in Rovaniemi. You can book an appointment in advance
on Migri’s website.

Personal identification number

The personal identification number distinguishes people from each other more
precisely than a name.

You need a Finnish personal identification number when dealing with authorities
or proving your identity.

You can obtain a Finnish personal identification number from Migri when you
apply for a residence permit or residence rights. You can also get a personal
identification number from the tax office when you start working.
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Tax card

If you come to Finland for more than 6 months, you must pay taxes. You pay
taxes on income you receive from Finland or abroad. You need a Finnish personal
identification number to get a tax card. You must have a tax card whenever you
receive a salary, other income, or Kela benefits.

Banking matters

You need a bank account to manage your financial matters.

When opening a bank account, also apply for online banking credentials, which allow
you to handle many things online. You must have a Finnish ID card to obtain online
banking credentials from the bank. You will receive an ID card when you have a
municipality of residence in Finland.

The Finnish Centre for Pensions, or KELA

If you work or live in Finland, you may receive Kela benefits. When you present
your KELA card at the pharmacy or to a doctor, Kela will pay you a financial
compensation. Your municipality of residence must be in Finland to receive a health
insurance card, or KELA card.

Municipality of residence

The municipality of residence is the municipality where you live. When you move to
Finland, you can register your municipality of residence in Posiolla at the Digital and
Population Data Services Agency.

When you have a municipality of residence:

«  You can use the services of your municipality of residence, such as childcare.
«  You can obtain a Finnish ID card and driver’s license.

«  You can use the services of authorities.

«  You can receive benefits.
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Coronaria

4. Healt services

When will | get to use public health services?

If you have a municipality in Finland or a right to care certificate, you can use
public healthcare.

If you do not have a municipality in Finland, Kela will determine if you can use public
healthcare services.

Posio’s health center

The Posio health center is located at Sairaalantie 2 A. It offers primary health care,
emergency services, and dental care.

The health center’s emergency service is available Monday to Friday from 8 AM to 4
PM. Outside of emergency hours, you can call the emergency assistance.

You can find the contact information for the health center here. Coronaria Oy
organizes social and health services in Posio.

Emergency assistance

You can call the emergency number 116117 when you need help or advice for sudden
health problems and your health center is closed.

Social services in Posio

You can get social services from the Posio basic security office. It is located at
Sairaalantie 2 B. You can see the opening hours and contact information here.

In Finland, the emergency
number is 112

Call this number only when there is an

urgent emergency, meaning life, health,

) 7 property, or the environment is at risk.
u n u . . .
—looao Interpreting services can assist the
og/j8 8o emergency center.
ojlooo
m
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More information about
housing, tips for finding
an apartment, and housing
websites can be found:

posio.fi/housing
5. Housing in Posio

Searching for an apartment

You can get information about searching for an apartment from the CEO of Posio
Taika-asunnot Oy, Kaija Karjalainen.

Call +358 401833 909 or email kaija.karjalainen@posio.fi

Rental apartments

Posio Taika-Asunnot Oy has rental apartments, which are mainly located in the center
of Posio municipality. You can search for available apartments here.

Owning an apartment

If you are from outside the EU or EEA area, you may need a permit from the
Ministry of Defence to acquire property. Apply for permission before acquiring
property. You can read more information here.
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6. Working in Posio

Employment services

The employment services of North and East Lapland offer services that help you
with employment, integration, and entrepreneurship.

The employment services are located in Posio at the municipal office building
at Kirkkotie 1. You can book a service appointment by calling the employment
area’s number or by sending an email to the employment area’s email address:
tyollisyysalue@sodankyla.fi

Phone number: +358 400610 870 is available on weekdays from 9 AM to 3 PM.

You can also search for jobs on the internet yourself:

«  Tyomarkkinatori
o Posio Jobs and Employment Services

«  European Employment Services

Do you want to start a business?

The Oulu Region New Business Center guides and advises you in starting a business.

The service is free of charge and confidential. You can book an appointment for the
service here.

Community and remote work space Tarmo

In the center of Posio, there is an open living room for residents and a remote work
space. Currently, the services of the Posio library operate in the space.

In Tarmo’s Smartblock room, there is a service point on Wednesdays from 12:30 PM
to 3:30 PM. You can come by if you have a problem that you need help with.

Posio needs new
employees.

The greatest demand

for labor is in the
tourism, education,
and social and health
sectors.

7. Services for families with children

Families with children are well taken into account in Posio.

We offer

«  Family counseling services.

»  Social work guidance and counseling for families.

+  Low-threshold support for families with children and youth.

«  The opportunity to combine work, study, and family.

«  Baby bonus. If you have a child, the municipality will pay you a total of 2,000
euros over three years. Read more here.

Posio’s electronic family center

On the pages of Posio’s electronic family center, you will find information about
services for children, youth, and families. You can also contact us by pressing the
Get Help button. Inquiries will be answered within 1-2 business days.

Early childhood education

Posio has a shift daycare center. The daycare center is open whenever you need care
for your child. The service is free. The daycare center is located at Aholantie 6.

Here you can read the instructions on how to enroll your child in daycare. For more
information about early childhood education, visit the Posio municipality website.

Posio’s comprehensive school and high school

If a child lives in Finland, they must legally study until the age of 18. Posio’s primary
school and high school are located in the same building at Koulutie 2.

More information about enrollment in basic education can be found at
posio.fi/posio-comprehensive-school.

10 —-Proudly from Posio

Proudly from Posio - 11


https://www.posio.fi/vauvaraha/
https://www.posio.fi/sahkoinen-perhekeskus/
https://www.posio.fi/sosiaali-ja-terveyspalvelut/pyyda-apua/
https://www.posio.fi/en/education-and-early-childhood-education-and-care/
https://www.posio.fi/en/early-childhood-education-and-care/
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You can read more about the finnish education system
here and here. An adult immigrant can complete
comprehensive school, adult upper secondary school,
vocational education, or higher educarion degree.

Finnish education system

Early Childhood Education 0-6 years old

A child can start early childhood education, or daycare, at the
earliest at 9 months of age. The days include a lot of play and
outdoor activities. The child receives help with learning the
Finnish language.

=
1

Pre-primary education, or “eskari” 6-7-years old

The law states that a child must attend pre-primary education
for one year. In Posio, pre-primary education takes place in
the premises of the primary school. Pre-primary education
prepares children for elementary school.

Comprehensive School 7-16-years old KSR

By law, children must attend school. Comprehensive school
consists of nine grades. Grades 1-6 are referred to as primary
school, and grades 7-9 as secondary school.

Preparatory Education 6-17-years old

Intended for children and young people with an immigrant
background. There, they learn the basics of the Finnish
language, the fundamentals of various subjects, and study skills.
A personalized study program is created for each student.

Qualification Preparatory Education (TUVA)

It prepares students for upper secondary education or
vocational training. The study duration and content are
determined based on the student’s individual needs. The
completion time is a maximum of one year.

Upper
secondary
education

Vocational school 16-19-years old ISCED3

Vocational education is practical, with learning through work
being essential. REDU, Lappia, KAO, and OSAO are the closest
vocational schools to Posio.

Upper secondary school ISCED3
16-19-years old

Posio High School offers general education after comprehensive
school. This prepares students for university and polytechnic
studies. At Posio’s High School, students can study in ceramics,
physical education, or entrepreneurship tracks.

Higher
education

University 18+ ISCED?7

University education is based on scientific research.
Universities offer a wide range of academic disciplines.
University studies usually last for 5 years.

University of applied sciences ISCED6
(UAS) 18+

In a university of applied sciences, the education is more
practical than at university. Learning through work is
essential. Studies typically last around 4 years.

ISCED = UNESCO International Standard Classification of Education



https://redu.fi/en
https://www.lappia.fi/en/
https://kao.fi/tietoa-kaosta/toimipaikat/kuusamo/
https://www.osao.fi/
https://lapinamk.fi/en/studies/bachelors-degrees/
https://www.infofinland.fi/education/the-finnish-education-system#heading-a5cbbae0-dd08-4540-a248-a6920cdae6dc
https://www.oph.fi/fi/koulutus-ja-tutkinnot/mita-tutkintokoulutukseen-valmentava-koulutus-tuva

8. Leisure time

Events

The municipality of Posio, the parish, and various organizations organize events such
as concerts, theater performances, movies, and exhibitions.

Current information about events can be found at www.posio.fi/tapahtumat

Association activities

There are over 120 active organizations in Posio. You can read about the
organizations here. More information about association activities can be found at
posio.fi/leisure-time-and-the-library.

Posion parish

Posio parish is part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland. On the parish’s
website, you can find information about the parish’s services.

If your matter concerns baptism, weddings, or funerals, please contact the parish
office: +358 400288 950, posio.seurakunta@evl.fi

Parish website: posionseurakunta.fi

Other religious communities

+  Pentecostal church In Oulu operates:

»  Peace Association o North Finland Islamic Community
In Rovaniemi operates: +  Orthodox Church
«  Lapland Orthodox parish «  Catholic Church

In Kuusamo operates:
o Jehovah'’s Witnesses

See more information about
leisure opportunities

posio.fi/leisure-time
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9. Services in Posio

Grocery stores

In the center of Posio, there are two grocery stores:
¢ K-Market Muikku at Posiontie 26

¢ The same place also has a Post service point

¢ S-Market Ahola at Posiontie 49

Pharmacy

You can buy medicines at the pharmacy. For some medicines, you need a
prescription from a doctor. Posio Pharmacy is located at Suopolku 1.

Civic school

You can study and engage in activities such as culture, sports, languages,
arts, music, and home economics. You can see the courses here.

You can inquire about courses by calling +358 408012 401 or emailing
kansalaisopisto@posio.fi.

The community college office is located at Kirkkotie 1.

Library

With a library card, you can borrow books, magazines, music, and
recreational equipment such as snowshoes. If you need help with the
computer, the library staff will assist you. The library also has free wifi and
computers that you can use. You can also print documents.

You can visit the library even when there is no staff present. Library
borrowing services are free of charge.

The library is located at Posiontie 44. The library’s phone number is
+358 408012 426. You can see the opening hours and more information here.

Sports facilities

Posio has diverse and affordable sports opportunities, such as a gym, ice
rink, ski trails, and sports and tennis courts. The ski slopes are located

at Kirikeskus, at Kiririnteentie 1. You can find more detailed information
about sports facilities on the municipality’s website.



https://www.posio.fi/en/leisure-time-and-the-library/
https://www.posio.fi/tapahtumat/
https://www.posio.fi/vapaa-aika/jarjesto-ja-kulttuuriavustukset/tietoa-jarjestoista/
https://www.posio.fi/en/leisure-time-and-the-library/
mailto:posio.seurakunta%40evl.fi?subject=
https://www.posionseurakunta.fi/
https://psiy.fi/en/
https://pohjoissuomenortodoksinenseurakunta.fi/
https://katolinen.fi/en/parishes/
https://lapinhelluntaiseurakunnat.fi/posio/
https://rauhanyhdistys.fi/posio/
https://www.ortlappi.fi/
https://apps.jw.org/ui/FI/meeting-search.html#/weekly-meetings/search/FI/Kuusamo,%20Suomi/65.964588,29.188665//detail?id=E994486F-E687-4CB4-A7D1-B524593C7C50
https://uusi.opistopalvelut.fi/posio/en/
mailto:kansalaisopisto%40posio.fi?subject=
https://www.posio.fi/vapaa-aika/kirjasto/
https://www.posio.fi/en/sports-and-exercise/sports-facilities/

10. Studying the Finnish language

Children and youth

Early childhood education and schools offer Finnish language instruction for learners
at different levels. Teachers take into account the individual needs of the student.

Adults

Adult education centers, municipalities, and employment services provide Finnish
language education for adults.

At Posio High School, Finnish as a second language (S2) instruction is offered, which
can be studied as a subject student. A subject student does not need to complete
other high school studies, but must commit to the schedule of high school instruction.

You can register as a subject student by contacting the study counselor at
henna-mari.tiainen@posio.fi, phone +358 408012 444 or the principal of the high
school sanna.soudunsaari@posio.fi, phone +358 408012 443.

Independent study

You can also study the Finnish language independently on the internet.

o finnishcourses.fi
o infofinland.fi

o Ylen selkouutiset
o Kielibuusti

Speak Finnish

Be active and talk to other

residents. This promotes

your integration and Finnish

language skills.
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Airplane

11. Transport
connections

Kuusamo Airport is located 59
kilometers from Posio. The journey
takes about 45 minutes by car.
Rovaniemi Airport is located 132
kilometers from Posio and Oulu Airport —
is 221 kilometers from Posio.

Bus

The bus travels to Posio from Rovaniemi
and Kuusamo. With the Matkahuolto
Routes and Tickets app, you can see
when the bus runs. You can also see the
bus schedules at matkahuolto.fi/en.

Buses depart from the large square at
Toritie 4. They also stop at other bus
stops located along the route. For the
bus to stop, you need to stand at the
stop and wave to the driver so he knows
to stop.

Iyviskyla
545 km

Train

The nearest train stations are in
Rovaniemi (132 km) and Kemijérvi

(97 km). It takes just over an hour to
drive to Kemijdrvi station. You can find
train schedules at: vr.fi/en.


mailto:henna-mari.tiainen%40posio.fi?subject=
mailto:sanna.soudunsaari%40posio.fi?subject=
https://finnishcourses.fi/
https://www.infofinland.fi/finnish-and-swedish/finnish-online
https://yle.fi/aihe/oppiminen/suomen-kielen-alkeet
https://yle.fi/selkouutiset
https://www.kielibuusti.fi/en/learn-finnish
https://www.matkahuolto.fi/passengers/routes-and-tickets-mobile-app
https://www.matkahuolto.fi/passengers/routes-and-tickets-mobile-app
https://www.matkahuolto.fi/en
https://www.vr.fi/en

12. The nature of Posio

Weather

Posio’s winter is beautiful, long and cold. Winter lasts
from October to May. During winter, it is important to
dress warmly. Dress like this in winter:

«  Snow pants and a winter jacket

«  Winter boots, hat, gloves and scarf

«  Layered clothing: Wear multiple layers of clothing
to stay warm.

Rights of each individual

The rights of each individual mean that you have

the right to roam in nature and make use of it. You
can walk, cycle, swim and boat. You can also pick
berries,mushrooms and plants The rights of each
individual also come with restrictions. Do not leave
litter in nature. You can learn more about the rights of
each individual here.

Reindeer

The reindeer is a semi-wild animal with antlers. There are
more reindeer than people in Posio. Reindeer herding is
an important livelihood in Posio. Reindeer are generally
calm animals and avoid humans. Do not approach the
reindeer, but instead, calmly go around them.

Auroras

Auroras are colorful lights that can be seen in the sky.
They are created when particles from the sun collide
with gases in the atmosphere. Auroras can be seen
when it is dark enough and the sky is clear. They are
most visible in the autumn, winter, and spring.
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Mosquitoes

Mosquitoes, or midges, are small flying insects. They
suck blood from animals and humans. Mosquito bites
can cause itching. Posio has the most mosquitoes
from Midsummer until the end of July. Here’s how to
protect yourself from mosquitoes:

e Mosquito repellents, such as sprays
»  Clothing: mosquito hat, long sleeves and long pants

13. Finnish society

Finland is a safe country

«  The police are reliable
e There is hardly any corruption

e Crime is very low. Finland is one of the safest countries in the world.

People

Finnish people are calm and reliable individuals. Finnish people can be shy at first.
Once you get to know them, they are friendly and hospitable. If you ask people for
help, they usually gladly assist.

Equality

In Finland, equality is an important value and is protected by law. No one should
be discriminated against because of age, gender, religion, origin, or any other
characteristic.
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14. Links =

Immigrant in Finland
Posio municipality’s website
Migri (Finnish Immigration Service)

Employment and Economic Development
Office

Tax Office

Kela

Digital and Population Data Services Agenc

Welcome to Finland guide

GM JA-A\

. @posionkunta

T~
Posio



https://www.suomi.fi/citizen/moving-and-traveling/migration/guide/as-an-immigrant-in-finland
https://www.posio.fi/en/
https://migri.fi/en/home
https://tyomarkkinatori.fi/en/regional-pages
https://tyomarkkinatori.fi/en/regional-pages
https://www.vero.fi/en/individuals/
https://www.kela.fi/main-page
https://dvv.fi/en/individuals
https://tem.fi/en/welcome-to-finland
https://www.facebook.com/posionkunta
https://www.instagram.com/posionkunta/
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